
Protect yourself from floodwaters 

Turn around, don’t drown! 

If you see floodwater on roads, walkways, bridges, or on the ground, do not to attempt 
to cross. The depth of the water is not always obvious and water can hide damage or 
dangerous debris. Be aware of areas where floodwaters have receded and watch out for 
debris. 

Each year, more deaths occur due to flooding than from any other thunderstorm related 
hazard. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention report that over half of all flood-
related drownings occur when a vehicle is driven into hazardous flood water. The next 
highest percentage of flood-related deaths is due to walking into or near flood waters. 
People underestimate the force and power of water. Many of the deaths occur in cars 
swept downstream. Many of these drownings are preventable. Never drive around the 
barriers blocking a flooded road. The road may have collapsed under that water.  A 
mere 6 inches of fast-moving flood water can knock over an adult. It takes just 12 
inches of rushing water to carry away most cars and just 2 feet of rushing water can 
carry away SUVs and trucks. It is NEVER safe to drive or walk into flood waters. 

  


